
Literary Device Body Paragraph 
Literary Device—Examples of the author’s style that support the claim 

 
In order to write a literary device body paragraph: 

 

 Write a topic sentence that identifies a choice the writer makes in his/her writing (e.g., unique 
text features, symbols, repetition, metaphors, similes, personification, diction) that supports 
the claim.  

 Briefly summarize the context for each example in the sequence of the story.  

 Use exact words from the text that are examples of this choice.  

 Explain (interpret) how the line(s) connect to each other and support the claim. Note: For a 
highly effective paragraph, the interpretation of passages should be at least a few sentences 
(unlike the model paragraph). 

 Repeat key words from the topic sentence to connect and explain the writer’s choice. 
 
Model-The Giver 
 
CLAIM: The power of love is worth the cost of pain and suffering. 
 
 Lowry uses the sled as a symbol of Jonas’ journey to understanding the world of color and emotions. 

The Giver says that carrying the memories is like riding a sled: “‘It’s like going downhill through deep snow on 

a sled…At first it’s exhilarating: the speed; the sharp, clear air, but then the snow accumulates, builds up on 

the runners, and you slow, you have to push hard to keep it going…’” (78). Like riding a sled, learning about a 

world filled with emotions is thrilling for Jonas, but learning about pain and suffering is difficult. It is fitting that 

Jonas’ first memory of extreme pain comes from an accident on the sled. The narrator says, “It was as if a 

hatchet lay lodged in his leg, slicing through each nerve with a hot blade” (109). The sled, the symbol of Jonas’ 

journey, causes both good and bad experiences, but in the end, the sled carries Jonas to a place of love and 

comfort. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Conclusion 
 

In order to write an insightful conclusion: 
 

 Write a topic sentence that restates the claim but in a different way. Note: The model paragraph 
restates the claim in the exact same way, but more sophisticated writers will reword it.  

 Describe the deeper meaning you came to after collecting evidence and rereading the end. 

 Add a comment that connects the story with the deeper meaning. 
 
 
MODEL- The Giver 
  
 CLAIM: The power of love is worth the cost of pain and suffering. 
 
 The Giver proves that love is worth the cost of pain and suffering. Lowry is really saying that pain and 

pleasure are linked. You can’t have one without the other. Jonas’ journey to Elsewhere is painful and 

dangerous. It’s worthwhile in the end because he will be able to experience real joy. 


